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Abstract Original Article

Introduction: Oral inferential comprehension is an important language skill, and children with Developmental
Language Disorder (DLD) may experience difficulties in this area. This study aimed to translate and culturally and
linguistically adapt the Oral Inferential Comprehension Intervention (OICI), examine its Persian content, and
preliminarily assess its feasibility for Persian-speaking children with DLD.

Materials and Methods: We conceptually translated the OICI into Persian and revised it through researcher review
and consultation with the development team. We examined recommended storybooks for linguistic and cultural
appropriateness. Three speech-language pathologists with at least three years of clinical experience in pediatric
language intervention reviewed the treatment instructions. Two Persian-speaking experts evaluated the storybooks
using the Storybook Profile System: a speech-language pathologist and a researcher in philosophy for children. In the
feasibility phase, we implemented the protocol with three Persian-speaking children aged 5-6 years with DLD, each
with a mean length of utterance of at least 4 words. We analyzed session observations descriptively.

Results: Expert panel ratings supported the appropriateness of the treatment instructions, therapeutic goals, delivery
procedures, selected storybooks, and target age range. Pilot implementation indicated that the protocol structure and
activity sequence were feasible, and children participated in story-based activities. However, we observed decreased
cooperation and attention, one child’s dependence on the mother, imitation of peers’ responses, and difficulties with
some emotional and inferential questions and higher-level vocabulary. Practical modifications included visual cues,
flexible timing, attention-management strategies, and more familiar Persian vocabulary.

Conclusion: Preliminary findings suggest that the core principles of the OICI can be implemented with Persian-
speaking children with DLD, although flexibility in storybook selection, vocabulary, attention management, and
session timing is needed. Larger controlled group studies are recommended.
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