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Database Search Results: PubMed
15 Narration studies: n = 223
= OIC studies: n =23
& Total studies Identified: n = 246
-
\ 4
Title and abstract screening based
on inclusion criteria
= Narration studies: n = 223
3 OIC studies: n = 23
(&3
@ Exclusion of irrelevant articles
> Narration studies: n = 208
OIC studies: n =19
4
Full-text articles assessed for eligibility
Narration studies: n = 15
2 OIC studies: n = 4 Narration studies excluded: n=7
S Other language: n = 2
2 N Outside predefined date
w v range: n=1
Ineligible study type (mainly
observational): n = 4
» Report excluded-OIC: n =1
Target response incompatible with
3 A 4 the predefined definition of
% Studies included in the scoping review inferential comprehension: n = 1
= Narration studies: n = 8
OIC studies: n=3
TOTAL:n=11

Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses extension for Scoping Reviews < l>ols .\ i

Plad JUawl S0 9 285 lawls Gloys s ig) 5l alaus 90 a1 bgypo wdlgi 6, XL & 9 3l o (PRISMA-ScR)

"storytelling"[Title/Abstract] OR "story telling"[Title/Abstract] OR
"story retell*"[Title/Abstract] OR "story grammar"[Title/Abstract]
OR "'story comprehension"[Title/Abstract] OR
"inferential"[Title/Abstract] OR "inferencing"[Title/Abstract] OR
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OR "therapies"[Title/Abstract] OR "treatment*"[Title/Abstract] OR
"protocol*"[Title/Abstract] OR "program*"[Title/Abstract] OR
"training"[Title/Abstract]) AND (*2003/01/01"[Date - Publication] :

"2022/12/31"[Date - Publication])
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Review Article

Introduction: Developmental language disorder (DLD) is characterized by persistent difficulties in language
expression and/or comprehension. Storytelling and oral inferential comprehension (OIC) are complex linguistic skills
that are frequently compromised in children with DLD. The present study aimed to identify the protocols and
intervention programs used to improve oral storytelling and OIC in children with DLD.

Materials and Methods: This study was designed as a scoping review. A literature search was conducted across
national and international databases, in accordance with predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria, covering the
period from 2003 to December 2022. Ultimately, 11 studies were reviewed, and the results were categorized in a
dedicated table.

Results: Most studies focused on storytelling and narrative organization. Explicit instruction in narrative structure,
story retelling and generation, the use of modeling and visual-verbal supports, and the simultaneous targeting of macro-
and micro-structure of narratives were the most frequently reported components, with improvements noted in story
grammar, narrative organization, linguistic complexity, cohesion, and vocabulary. Fewer studies addressed OIC,
employing strategies such as interactive reading, guided questioning, mental imagery, and direct inference training.
The strongest evidence emerged from a randomized controlled trial (RCT), which demonstrated significant
improvements in inferential comprehension, as well as the maintenance and generalization of intervention effects.

Conclusion: The available evidence supports the potential effectiveness of narrative-based interventions and direct
instruction of OIC in children with DLD; however, heterogeneous interventions and few rigorously designed studies
limit the establishment of a standardized protocol. An integrated, explicit, and structured approach that combines
narrative instruction, visual-verbal support, and lexical, syntactic, and inferential goals tailored to the child's
developmental level appears to be the most promising direction for future interventions. The absence of Persian-
language studies highlights the need for further research within local populations.

Keywords: Developmental language disorder; Specific language impairment; Storytelling; Narrative; Inferential
comprehension; Children
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