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95�: ���#�  ��� 3-�� ����� 

PubMed  

95�: ���#�  ��� 3-�� ����� 

Web of Knowledge 

,/� FG�: ���#�J  ,� ��2 

���+6<� ��?��@  

ICF and communication  
Disorders 23  13  1  

Disability 9  6  3  

Impairment 2  2  2  
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Disorders 6  5  0  

Disability  0  1  0  

Impairment 4  5  3  
ICF and speech  

Disorders 13  1  2  

Disability 0  0  0  

Impairment 2  4  1  
G�%7� +H�@� ?� ���,�    12  

ICF: International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health 
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�� 	��X h_� 7'��� 	� �B\�f 7$��+" 	� �*�� �4���  )" %W�&� )*4 ����'�

�5$� )C�� m�G�� 7$� )���� ��  )
 ���ICF  )#��C )*4 �$� J$ )$�	� B'�"�X

��	� m�*� .�	�� �	 ��
��
 �L�#�	� %E �� )�P��� ���" )$��  ������� ��4

 ��'� D� �%W�&� 7$� 	� ���363 ��	�  H�I	�I 	� ��C�� )$��ICF  H�N�f� �")

��	� )$��  �(Z��!� %W�&� 	� ��� 	�� � ��4735 ��	�  �J' �� )" )
 ��" )$��

344 ��	�  �B
	��� � B'\�FK )��*� )" U�"�� )$��191 ��	�  )" U�"�� )$��

 ���" �� �*� )��*�90 ��	� �� � �_'(� O���� )��*� )" U�"�� )$  

52 ��	�  ����
��. )" )C�� �" )
 ��" ��" 	��P�� )��*� )" U�"�� )$��

��	� ���G�� )$��  �T j��� ��4  S'(� 	� B
	��� � B'\�FK )��*� 	� �4

��e� ����$� �" k"�_� )'�� .������ 	��X ����D  1E�P� )
 ��" J'*�N'� �$ ���

N� �	 �L�#�	��" �S'(� D� O&� �� ��F� ) ����7 H�I	�I D� ������� .(ICF 

�� k'X� 7''F� � ��'�!" Me� )" ����� �D�f ��  ����'��" 	� )
 S'(� D� �$�4

 .��
 ���$�� J*
 ����N4 %WE�P� 7$� ��	�� ���K� B
	��� � B'\�FK  

 7$� 	� ��� }�I %W�&� m�� 7''F� D� ���T B�� )" �$��� g��� �" �o
� �)�'�D

 �'� ��f � �"�� �'� j\�X 	� ��'�� 	� ��
 	�L )" m�G�� 7$� )" U�"�� %W�&�

��� }�I ��4�5.  )�K�� %	�, )�'�D 7$� 	� �*
 	�'N" �"�� %�F\�_� � ���B��� 

���$� )�#\�  � BN'� ��o�N� m�G�� 7$� D� -'����
�� r'4  )F\�_� ��4�5.	�  7$�

�	�"�  ���� ���$� 	� �"�� �'� � ��'
 %�F\�_� 7$� �" ��� ���� 	��� .B�� ����

��"D 	� ��C�� �T )
 ��� ���� �Z��!� ��4  �4ICF �� ���+�� �"�I	�I �	  )
 �����

)#�C )*4 ���" ���� ��4  ��"	�
 ����D 	� O��
 B
	��� O'+N� B+C 	� ���!"

) �	��22	�I 7$� )
 ��	�� 	�+;� �7'�V*4 %W�&� 7$� .( )" �R(�� ��	�" �" H�I

�T ��4D�'� J� J� )" )
 ������ ��*� k'X� �"�$D	� k$�L D� ���
��
 ��K  U�"�� �4

�T ��4D�'� �$����� 	� M+� 	�'N" ����� )
 �	 ��
��
 ���" ��K )" �R(�� �B��  �4

�� �� �e� 	� ����" ) ��'�22 �8.(  

 
����� ����  

 )" ��'�	 ���" ��� �� r'4 )
 ����D B'FG� D� )#��C )*4 � )I	�Y $ �$� J$

�*� B�� )" d��
 B�E�  �" S&K ���	� ���" �/���	� -
�*� )'�� 	� ��$T

 �	 �� �L�#�	� ��	 � ���#� �	��G d��
 ���" ��'P �$�� )
 )_'f J$ ��	

�� 	��X ��4�� 	��X �'^]� B(�  H�I	�I ���C� 7$� �" .��'�ICF  ��-C� J*
 )"

" O��F� � ��P�T 7' j'�T �o
� )
 �-
�*� D���4  %	�, )" ��"D � 	���� ������

�� ��'���C ���	�� �� �*� ��	 �" S&K �����  �" )#��C )*4 -
�*� J$ � ��


 M4��K d��
 ���K � �_'(� O���� � B
	��� � B'\�FK ��� �*� ��	

�� 	���� %WE�P� k'X� ���	� � �"�$D	� ���" �F��C �� $�	 7'�I .��
  ��"D �

) B�� �	��G 	�'N" ��
��
8 H�I	�I �" ���#� �"�$D	� J$ ���� .(ICF 

 m�*�C� �" �7'�V*4 � 1E�P� �" ���#� c��4� B*� )" )�P��� �'N� 7�K	 {��"

�� %	�+� )
 ���N4 �K��4� �1E�P� �" ���#� c��4� .���  )
 �	 d��
 D� �$�4

 	�e�� )" d��
 ���"D B'K�; ��#+" )" ���B'\�FK 	� B$���(� 34�
  ��4

�� �� �� 	��X �e� �� ���� j'�T �-'� m�*�C� �" ���#� c��4� .��4�  	���� g���

 �)��P 	� �^~� U�#�	� J$ )" d��
 �"�'��� B*� )" 7�����" ��� 	� �	 ��"D �

S'(� �$�� � )�	��  )�P��� J$ �$�+� c�4 �QX�� 	� )
 ��
 �4��P B$��4 �4

 D� ��� �*�) B�� ����	�	���� �$�18B$-� 7$� )*4 ��C� �" .(  ���� )
 �4

���*� �" H�I	�I 7$� ���" Z��!� 34�5. ��C D��4 ����  �" �"�� ��4

)�P��� D� �������  g��� �" ��� �f��L ��4ICF �� �\�P  �P 7$� .���"

�� 34�5. ���� ���" �#���� 	�'N" )�'�D ����� ��K �$�	�
 �" ���#� ��4  	�

dE� �	 ��P 3�� ��4�'v�� )
 �	�L )" =���" )F��C  � �� �*� ��4

dE� 	��
 	� ��K B
	��� .��4� 	��X �� ���K ��4  

�5���9� �:  

�� {��" �m�G�� 7$� 	� ��� }�I ��4�5. %�F\�_� ���" M
  )
 ���

)'��  )
 7$� D� ��
 ��'�ICF �� 	�&I  ����	� )�P��� � �"�$D	� )" �����

3'. ��
��
  ���F\�_� )" D��4 )
 ��F� 7$�" .���" B!� ���
 J*
 ����N"�

 3�� �	�� �4��� ��W�" a�_� j\�X 	� �	 ���+�� H�I	�I 7$� )
 B�� D�'�

 �/$� � $ �-'� )F\�_� 7$� ���" D�'� �	�� %W�&� )" 	���� ������ .��4� 	��X

B$���(� D� .��" �G�f 34�5. M+� ��4  

�:��;�<�1  

 H�I	�I ��"	�
 B'*4� )" )C�� �"ICF B'\�FK 	� j'�T ��'\�" ��4  ������

 )F\�_� r'4 ���$� 	� ���
�� )
 7$� )" )C�� �" �7'�V*4 � ��"D � 	����

 )
 ��4�5. %�F\�_� B�� �DW �B�� )�K�/� %	�, �	�" 7$� 	� ��4�5.

)&#L D� ���W�" a�_� ��	��  ���$� 	� )I �����" �4��� ���" �$�� 	� )I �

J��" 	� ��C�� %W�&� )" ������ 7'�]� .��$b. %	�, ��+C ��4	��
  ��4

�� �-'� �4�/���� -
��� k$�L D� �'�� �#�F� ����EL�  ��	-" 	�'N" J*
 �����

��
 ���$T ��4	��� � %�F\�_� )��� 7$� Q$�N� )".  

  

!����" � ��#$  

��$�. D� )�K�� �" �G�f )\�&�  Q_&� )��� � �-. ���� ��/���� 	� H�R� � �����	�


 �
 �" ��+�,�394088  )'+� 	� )
 �*��4 )$�4 M��P 	�
�� D� )�'�� 7$�" .��"

��e� 	��� 7$� D�'� �	�� %W�&� �� ����	�X � � �� ������� �	� *4 ��� ����.  



  

  
  

www.mui.ac.ir  

����� 
���� ICF �� �F6�"� ���� &'5%6� �%	  + 2�� 2���� �LF� �!���� + �L�* 

 1�� /��!#���� ���� 	� 34�5.11 �	�*� /6 ����� � 7*+" /1394 431 

References 
1. Davatgaran K. International classification of functioning, disability and health. 1st ed. Tehran, Iran: Welfare Organization of 

Iran; 2014. [In Persian]. 
2. McLeod S, McAllister L, McCormack J, Harrison LJ. Applying the world report on disability to children's communication. 

Disabil Rehabil 2014; 36(18): 1518-28. 
3. Statistical Center of Iran. International classification of functioning, disability and health (ICF). [Online]. [cited 2001]; 

Available from: URL: http://www.amar.org.ir/Portals/0/faradade/tabaghebandi/ICF_2001.pdf [In Persian]. 
4. World Health Organization. International classification of functioning, disability, and health: Children and youth version: 

ICF-CY. Geneva: WHO; 2007. 
5. World Health Organization. International classification of functioning, disability and health (ICF). Geneva, Switzerland: 

WHO; 2001. 
6. Washington K. Using the ICF within speech-language pathology: Application to developmental language impairment. Int J 

Speech Lang Pathol 2009; 9(3): 242-55. 
7. Paul R, Norbury C. Language disorders from infancy through adolescence: Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 

communicating. 4th ed. Amsterdam, Netherland: Elsevier Health Sciences; 2012. 
8. McLeod S, Bleile K. The ICF: A framework for setting goals for children with speech impairment. Child Lang Teach Ther 

2004; 20(3): 199-219. 
9. Kazemi Y, Stringer H, Klee T. Study of child language development and disorders in Iran: A systematic review of the 

literature. J Res Med Sci 2015; 20(1): 66-77. 
10. McCormack J, Harrison LJ, McLeod S, McAllister L. A nationally representative study of the association between communication 

impairment at 4-5 years and children's life activities at 7-9 years. J Speech Lang Hear Res 2011; 54(5): 1328-48. 
11. Neumann S, Romonath R. Application of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health-Children and 

Youth Version (ICF-CY) to cleft lip and palate. Cleft Palate Craniofac J 2012; 49(3): 325-46. 
12. McCormack J, McLeod S, Harrison LJ, McAllister L. The impact of speech impairment in early childhood: investigating 

parents' and speech-language pathologists' perspectives using the ICF-CY. J Commun Disord 2010; 43(5): 378-96. 
13. Teverovsky EG, Bickel JO, Feldman HM. Functional characteristics of children diagnosed with Childhood Apraxia of 

Speech. Disabil Rehabil 2009; 31(2): 94-102. 
14. Thomas-Stonell N, Oddson B, Robertson B, Rosenbaum P. Predicted and observed outcomes in preschool children following 

speech and language treatment: parent and clinician perspectives. J Commun Disord 2009; 42(1): 29-42. 
15. McLeod S, McCormack J. Application of the ICF and ICF-children and youth in children with speech impairment. Semin 

Speech Lang 2007; 28(4): 254-64. 
16. Damico JS, Simmons-Mackie N. Qualitative research and speech-language pathology. Am J Speech Lang Pathol 2003; 12(2): 

131-43. 
17. Westby C. Application of the ICF in children with language impairments. Semin Speech Lang 2007; 28(4): 265-72. 
18. Dempsey L, Skarakis-Doyle E. Developmental language impairment through the lens of the ICF: an integrated account of 

children's functioning. J Commun Disord 2010; 43(5): 424-37. 
19. Simeonsson RJ, Bjorck-Akesson E, Lollar DJ. Communication, disability, and the ICF-CY. Augment Altern Commun 2012; 

28(1): 3-10. 
20. Skarakis-Doyle E. Reconceptualizing treatment goals from language impairment to functional limitations: A case study. Top 

Lang Disord 2005; 25(4): 353-63. 
21. McLeod S. The ICF-CY and children with communication disabilities. Int J Speech Lang Pathol 2008; 10((1-2)): 92-109. 
22. Threats TT. Towards an international framework for communication disorders: use of the ICF. J Commun Disord 2006; 39(4): 

251-65. 



  

 
1- MSc Student, Department of Speech Therapy, School of Rehabilitation Sciences, Student Research Committee of Rehabilitation Students (TRITA), 
Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran 
2- Assistant Professor, Department of Speech Therapy, School of Rehabilitation Sciences, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran 
Corresponding Author: Yalda Kazemi, Email: kazemi@rehab.mui.ac.ir 
 

  
  

www.mui.ac.ir  

����� 
���� ICF �� �F6�"� ���� &'5%6� �%	  + 2�� 2���� �LF� �!���� �L�* + 

 1�� /��!#���� ���� 	� 34�5.11 �	�*� /6 / 7*+"����� � 1394 432 

A Systematic Review of Applying International Classification of Functioning, 
Disability, and Health in Child Speech and Language Impairment 

 
Tahmineh Maleki1, Yalda Kazemi2 

 
 

Abstract 
 

Introduction: There is a lack of knowledge on the International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health 
(ICF) framework in Iran. Thus, the aim of the present study was to familiarize speech and language pathologists with 
this framework and the quality of previous studies in this respect through a purposive review of published studies on 
the application of the ICF framework regarding speech and language impairments in preschool children. 

Materials and Methods: The keywords used included ICF and communication disorder, ICF and language 
impairment, and ICF and speech impairment. The main data banks searched included PubMed and Web of 
Knowledge and the search limit consisted of studies published between the years 2005 and 2015. 

Results: Based on inclusion/exclusion criteria, 6 of the 96 published documents were eligible to be reviewed. All 
studied papers asserted that the ICF framework, through providing a comprehensive view, provides a concept of 
children’s speech and language impairment which can create a coherent interaction between empirical evidence and 
clinical observations. Therefore, it evaluates all obstacles and facilitators of communication for the child. This will 
result in a more effective and targeted assessment and treatment of speech and language impairments in children. Of 
all the themes present in the ICF framework, 735 themes were used in the reviewed articles, most of which were 
related to the activities and participation domains. 

Conclusion: Due to its components and their interaction, the ICF framework prevents the sole focusing of 
physicians, in a traditional and medical sense, on the structure and function of body organs. It provides a 
comprehensive view on the performance, function, and coordination of individual and environmental factors for the 
child. The review of these texts shows that they also emphasize the application of this comprehensive approach in the 
accurate assessment and treatment of speech and language impairments. The quality analysis of the studies showed 
that the majority of the studies regarding this topic were published in a non-experimental and non-research format. 
Moreover, very few experimental studies have been performed in this regard, which did not surpass descriptive 
studies in terms of quality. 

Keywords: International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health (ICF), Speech disorders, Language 
disorders, Communication disorders, Preschool, Child 
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