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The relation between receptive language development and social skills among
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Abstract

Introduction: Language and social skills, the two distinctive characteristics of mankind, play an
important role in human life. The acquisition of speech and language, which is regarded to as one of the
most important developmental factors, is totally dependent on social interaction. The aim of the current
study was to determine the relation between the development of receptive language and selected aspects of
social skills in 4-to-6 year-old Persian-speaking children.

Materials and Methods: 123 normal Persian-speaking children with the age range of 4 to 6 years

(76 boys and 47 girls) who met the inclusion criteria were recruited from Shiraz (Iran) kindergartens via a
multistage random selection method. The Test of Language Development was first administered to
evaluate the subjects’ linguistic skills and the Social Skills Rating System, including two teachers and
parent questionnaire forms. Data were statistically analyzed via Pearson’s correlation coefficient using
SPSS software version 16. Significance level was set at less than or equal to 0.05.

Results: while the correlation between receptive language and selected dimension of social skills was
signiticant, (P < 0.01), there was no significant correlation between receptive language and parent forms,
(P > 0.01). Moreover, there was no significant correlation between teachers and parent forms (P > 0.01).
Different conditions of home and educational environment should be considered during teaching the social
skills of children and all efforts should be performed to provide necessary educations for children, as
developing these skills could contribute developing their receptive language.

Conclusion: These findings showed a positive significant correlation between the development of
receptive language and selected aspects of social skills. However, this correlation is condidered positive
from teachers, point of view.

Keywords: Receptive language, Social skills, Children, Persian-speaking
Type of article: Original article
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